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of many to ſee it who did not hear it, are 


the reaſons which have "Mguced me to publiſh 


it. As it was not originally intended for the 
Preſs, it is hoped that it will be no oljection 
that it appears in the very ſame form in 


which it was delivered. 
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The Sword is the Lord f 


EZEKIEL XXXIlI. 7. 

o SON OF MAN, 1 HAVE SET THEE A WATCHMAN = 
UNTO THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL: THEREFORE THOU 
SHALT HEAR THE WORD AT MY, MOUTH, AND WARN 
THEM FROM ME. 

— . — — 

1 Shall open this ſubject with a remark 
4 which I have often made before, that 
of all the offices which man can take upon 
him, that of the care of ſouls as far 
exceeds every other in importance, as 
Eternity exceeds Time in duration, and 
as Heaven ſurpaſſes Earth.in excellence 
and in glory.—Thoſe intereſts of Men, 
which the Clergy are bound to regard and 
promote, are immortal, and Celeſtial, 
Dear indeed is Life, dear are all the 
bleſſings thereof, but. infinitely more 
precious than all theſe 1s the Security, and 
Salvation of the Soul, and fo faying, I 
ſpeak the Judgment of God Himſelf, 
Which I confirm by his own wort : 
* A 2 What 
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% What ſhall it profit a man, if he gain 


te the whole world, and loſe his own ſoul ? 
* or what ſhall a Man give in exchange 


< for his ſoul?” Mark viii. 36. 


And ſurely it is no ſmall evidence of 


the ineſtimable value of the Soul of Man 


in God's regard, that He hath not left it 
to yourſelves altogether, my Brethren, but 
He hath conſtituted an order of men whoſe 
peculiar office it is to watch over the ſouls 
of others; and if we are worthy followers 


of Him, whoſe Miniſters we call ourſelves, 
like Him we ſeek to ſave them who are 


l.. 
But do not think that I mean to ag- 
grandize our function beyond what I 


_ ought. © We are men of like paſſions 


< with yourſelves.” We alſo are encom- 
paſſed with infirmity ; and we daily prove 
it; do you apply to us the proverb, Phy- 
ce ſician, heal thyſelf.” We admit the 
juſtice of the application, and we acknow- 
ledge that on many accounts the admo- 
nition is proper ; nevertheleſs under God, 
his Grace co-operating with us, we hope, 

and 


„„ 
and defire to be ſerviceable to you in the 


work of God, in your ſpiritual and im- 
mortal welfare. F 


* It 1s well known to them who are con- 
verſant in Scripture, that ſpiritual offi- 
ces and engagements are frequently ſet 
forth under temporal ideas and figures, 
and called by ſuch occupations as are 
common among men: Miniſters are ac- 
cordingly denominated Overſeers, Huſ- 
bandmen, Stewards, Ambaſſadors, Shep- 
herds, Soldiers, to all which, our office 
bears an evident alluſion, and obvious re- 
lation, It was under the ſimilitude of a 
watchman, in the chapter before us, that 
the Almighty repreſented to the Prophet 
Ezekiel the nature of his vocation and 
duty, and therein ſtated the conditions 
that ſabſiſted between God and him for 
the People's fake; in the ſentinel's charge 
then, he ſaw repreſented to himſelf what 
was required of him as a Prophet, and a 


Patriot, as the Servant of God, and the 
Friend of his Country. 
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ce Again the word of the Lord came 


es unto me, ſaying, Son of Man, ſpeak to 
the children of thy people, and ſay unto 


* them, when I bring the ſword upon a 


land, if the people of the land take a 
e man of their coaſts, and ſet him for 


ce their watchman : if when he ſeeth the 
** {word come upon the land, he blow 
ce the trumpet, and warn the people; then 
ce whoſoever heareth the ſound of the 


* trumpet, and taketh not warning; if 


ee the ſword come, and take him away, his 
<« blood ſhall be upon his own head. He 
e heard the ſound of the trumpet, and 
ce took not warning, his blood ſhall be 
«© upon him, but he that taketh warning 
« ſhall deliver his own ſoul. But if the 
te watchman ſee the ſword come, and blow 


not the trumpet, and the people be not 


e warned: if the ſword come, and take 
<« any perſon from among them, he is taken 
« away in his iniquity, but his blood will 
« I require at the watchman's hand. So 
© thou, O Son of Man, I have ſet thee a 
© watchman unto the houſe of Iſrael: 

« therefore 


_— F * 
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tt therefore thou ſhalt hear the word at my 
© mouth, and warn them from me. When 
« I fay unto the wicked, O wicked man, 
te thou ſhalt ſurely die; it thou doſt not 
te ſpeak to warn the wicked from his way, 
© that wicked man ſhall die in his ini- 
* quity, but his blood will I require at 
ce thine hand. Nevertheleſs, if thou warn 
the wicked of his way to turn from it: 
te jf he do not turn from his way, he ſhall 
te die in his iniquity, but thou haſt de- 
« Hyered thy ſoul.” Ezekiel xxxili. 


It is now my intention to accommodate 
this repreſentation of things to ourſelves, 
as far as the nature of circumſtances will 
admit ; and in the diſcuſſion of this ſub- 
ject, God, who formed and who knows 
my heart, knows that it is my deſire to be 
guided by his own divine truth, as far as 
He has been pleaſed to vouchſafe his Re- 
velation in the caſe. He alſo knows that 
my motives are faithfully to deliver my 


_ own ſoul, to promote the ſalvation of the 


people committed to my charge, and that 
of all others When I addreſs, 


Herein 
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Herein then let all Miniſters unite and 
concur, and they will prove themſelves 
patriots, as well as Evangeliſts; at once 
the faithful ſervants of the moſt High 
God, and the Servants of their Country. 
And in ſuch a ſervice, who can be cold, 
| inanimate, and indifferent? The object 
is animating, and muſt be felt. 


Let it now be obſerved, in the Firſt 
place, that the Prophet was commanded 
to report the word, as he received it from 
God, © Thou ſhalt hear the word at my 
« mouth, and warn them from me.” It 
was at the peril of his ſoul to add thereto, 
or diminiſh therefrom, neither was he to 
regard conſequences, as they might affect 
his eſtimation in the world, his intereſts, 
or even his life, Fidelity and Fortitude 
were required of him at his Ordination, 

and he was taught to expect oppoſition. 
Thou, Son of Man, be not afraid of 
te them, neither be afraid of their words, 
* though briers and thorns be with thee, 
* and thou doſt dwell among ſcorpions, 
« be not afraid of their words, neither be 
_ & diſmayed, 


E 


« diſmayed at their looks, though they be 
ce a rebellious houſe ; and thou ſhalt ſpeak 
« my words to them, whether they will 
ce hear, or whether they will forbear, for 
* they are moſt rebellious. But thou, O 
Son of Man, hear what I ſay to thee, 
© Be not thou rebellious, like that rebel- 
* hous houſe : open thy mouth, and eat 
« that I give thee, And when I looked, 
te behold, an hand was ſent unto me, 
c and lo, a roll of a book was therein; 
ce and he ſpread it before me, and it 
« was written within, and without, 
© and there were written therein Lamen- 


te tations, Mournings, and Woe.” Eze- 
kiel 11. 6. 


It pleaſed God to ſhew him things that 
were ſhortly to come upon the Earth; 
and when the Volume of Heaven's Coun- 
ſels were laid open before him, he read the 
contents written in characters of blood. 


+ It was in Babylon that Ezekiel 
pain at that time Nebuchadnezzar 


was 
+ Vide Prid. Conn, Part 1, Book 1. 
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( 10 ) 
was far advanced in his conqueſts of 
Judea, he had at firſt tranſported about 
three thouſand perſons from the open 
country, and after that he had taken the 
city, he made a ſecond Tranſportation 
including the King, the Royal Family, 
the Nobility, and a multitude of others 
to the number of ten thouſand; in this 
great body of priſoners the Prophet Ezekiel 
was carried away; but many ſtill remained 
in the Metropolis and in the adjacent Coun- 
try, and theſe preſuming on the ſanctity of 
the city, and on their own religious ſuperi- 
ority above their enemies, held the Salvation 
of Jeruſalem yet ſecure and certain, altho' 
it was 1n the Conqueror's poſleſſion ; but 
twelve years had not elapſed from the re- 


Tagyal of Ezekiel and his unhappy Coun- 


trymen, ere tidings were brought that the 
City was deſtroyed. Nevertheleſs the 
wretched relicts of the people whom the 
Conqueror ſtill left behind, conſidered 
themſelves as poſſeſſing the Land by a 


divine right, and promiſed themſelves ſe- 


curity becauſe of their imaginary favour 
with God, 3 


Then 


n 


Then the word of the Lord came to me 
ſaying, Son of Man they that inhabit 
* thoſe waſtes of the land of Iſrael ſpeak, 
* ſaying, Abraham was one, and he in- 
“ herited the land, but we are many; 
the land is given us for an inheritance. 
© Wherefore ſay unto them, thus-ſaith the 
Lord God, Ve eat with the blood, and 
lift up your eyes toward your Idols, 
and ſhed blood; and ſhall ye poſſeſs the 
land? Ye ſtand upon your ſword,” (i. e. 
ſays Biſhop Patrick, ye make your ſtrength 
the Law of TJuſtice,) © ye work abomi- 
nation, and ye defile every one is neigh- 
ce bour's wife, and ſhall ye poſſeſs the Land? 
* ſay thou thus unto them, thus faith. 
ce the Lord God, as I live ſurely they that 
are in the waſtes ſhall fall by the ſword, 
ce and him that is in the open field will I 
give to the beaſts to be devoured, and 
* they that be in the forts and in the 
e caves ſhall die of the peſtilence, for 7 
© will lay the land moſt deſolate, that 
e none ſhall paſs through, and the pomp 
af her ſtrength ſhall ceaſe, and the moun- 
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ee tains of Iſrael ſhall be deſolate, that 


A 


none ſhall paſs, then ſhall they know that 
«© IT am the Lord, when I have laid the land 
mojt deſolate becauſe of all their abomi- 


ce nations which they have committed.“ 


c 


fy 


Vide ver. 24. 


There had been a time when the Pen of 
the ſweeteſt of writers had been happily 


employed incelebr ating the praiſes of Jeru- 


ſalem, and in recording the honours of the 


Temple which God himſelf had hallowed, 
when © He filled the houſe with his glory.” 


Vide 1 Kings, viii. 10. It was called 


The City of the Great King, The Joy of 
ce be whole Earth, in whoſe palaces God 
ce was well known as a ſure refuge.” Yea, 
the Eternal Himſelf had faid of the Temple, 
« Mine eyes and mine heart ſhall be there 
ce perpetually,” but this promiſe was Con- 
ditional, it depended on their obedience. 
Vide 1 Kings, ix. Andin Ezekiel's days, 
the ſtrains of Eulogy, and Exultation 
were changed for the ſtrains of Sorrow. 
The eloquent lamentations of Jeremiah 


ſtill remain, and never yet have they been 
equalled 


(+2333 


equalled by any ſucceſſive writer on the 
calamities of War, Deſolation, and Cap- 
tivity, 


Alarming, and incredible as it might 
appear to ſome, this was the report, this 
was the warning from the mouth of God, 
which Ezekiel was to deliver to his Country, 
and to the World, That the Sword of the 
Babylonians was, in fact, The Sword of 
the Lord. I bring the Sword. Is He the 
God of the Jews only, is He not alſo of 
the Gentiles ? Yes, of the Gentiles alſo. 
Rom. 11. 29. Muſt not we now report 
the ſame, that whenever the Sword is 
permitted to be drawn againſt a Nation, 
It is by the permiſſion of God. This 
then is the true Faith, that we believe 
and confeſs, that War with all it's tram 
of Miſeries, Rapine, Conflagration, and 
Carnage is the A of Cod, it is His viſitation, 
his Judgment for the Sins of a Nation; 
this is the doctrine of the Prophets of 
God, and of all holy men who have 
ſpoken on the ſubject as they have been 
taught by the Holy Spirit of Truth. 
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In other of his Inſtructions to Ezekiel, the 


| Almighty has expreſſly flyled The Sword one 


of his four ſore judgments. Vide ch. xiv. 17. 


What was it that gave the victory to 


Iſrael's Sword over the Nations of Canaan ? 


aſk Moſes the Prophet of the Lord, and 
he will tell you, © It was the Iniquity of 
<© thoſe nations.” Vide Deut. ix. 4, 5, &c. 


Conſult the Revelations which God 
vouchſafed to Abraham, and in them you 
will find that the reaſon why his ſeed 
could not poſſeſs the promiſed Land for 
ſome Centuries yet to come was this, 
that the ſins of thoſe nations were not 
yet complete, yet the Canaanites were 
not ripe for judgment. Vide Gen. xv. 16. 
This is Evidence unqueſtionable, that the 
King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, ruleth 
over the kingdoms of 'this world with 
Judgment and Fuſtice. 


In what ſenſe was it, that God could 
ſay of Nebuchadnezzar, he is my Servant? 
We well know that at that time he was 


not 


(38 3 


not a worſhipper of a God, he was a proud 
Infidel, he could then be the Servant of 
God only as the Miniſter of the will of 
God. Vide Iſaiah xxxvii. 26. 

In the ſame ſenſe Cyrus alſo is called 
God's Shepherd, 1. e. according to the 
words which follow, © He ſhall perform 
all my pleaſure.” Iſaiah xliv. 28. 


Men ſpeaking after the manner of men, 
and according to the general views of the 
world, would ſay, that the ſuperior 
forces, and warlike Ability of Nebuchad- 
nezzar's armies gained him the victory ; 
but God has taught us, that this was the 
Act of his Providence, his own deed and 
judgment, to which He was provoked by 
the iniquities of his people. 

The ſuperior ability of the Conqueror 
then was but the Inſtrumentality which 
God had provided, as He has alerted by 
his Prophet. 

ce Behold, I am the Lord, the God of 
<« all Fleſh : is there any thing too hard 
* for me? Therefore thus ſaith the Lord, 
« behold I will give this city into the 
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« hand of the Cbaldæans, and into the 
* hand of Nebuchadrezzar King of Ba- 
& bylon, and he ſhall take it: and the 
% Chaldzans ſhall fight againſt this city, 
* they ſhall come and ſet fire on this city, 


and burn it with the houſes, upon whoſe 


* roofs they have offered incenſe unto Baat, 


and poured out drink-offerings unto 
other gods, to provoke me to anger; for 
*© the children of Hrael, and the children 
ce of Judah, have only done evil before me 
* from their youth. Vide Jer. xxxii. 27. 


cc 


cc 


Theſe Authorities are clear and deciſive, 
and having ſuch authorities, muſt we not 
report accordingly, if, as the Lord's 
Watchmen, we would be faithful to HIM, 
to OUR OWN fouls, to OUR particular 
CONGREGATIONS, and to OUR 
country at LARGE? Yes, we muſt re- 
port that the Lord is now come forth to vijit 
the Earth. The Sword is drawn. 

There 1s a uſe to be made of the Judg- 
ments of God in the world, When thy 
e judgments are in the earth, the inhabi- 


© tants of the world will learn righteout- 


0 neſs.” 


5 . 


t neſs,” If. xxvi. g. and whoſe peculiar 
Province is it to promote this uſe of the 
divine Judgments in the world? unqueſ- 
tionably our's, who are the Lord's Watch- 
inen: and in this ſenſe Miniſters have to 
do with politics, and no further, viz. ſo 
to view, and ſo to repreſent the ſtate of 
'their Nation, when viſibly in a ſtate of 
Judgment, as to promote Repentance, and 
Reformation, and to further manly Re- 
ligion and Righteouſneſs. 

It is time for us to cry aloud, and ſpare 
not; to enforce the genuine doctrines of 
Chriſt in a kingdom called Chriſtian, and 
and to call for a converſation ſuch as be- 
cometh the Goſpel of Chriſt. 

The Pulpit has been the ſeat of Faction, 
and this unhappy Country in the laſt 
Century mourned the conſequences of this 

artful, but wicked perverſion of it. But 
God forbid, that ever again it ſhould be fo 
profaned, and degraded ! from henceforth 
let no other Reformation be preached from 


hence, but moral Reformation, and re- 


I1gious Amendment ; no other Innovation, 


but 
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but Newneſs of Life. Awake to Righte- 
ouſneſs, and Sin not. 


From the view of War and the Sword 
which I have collected, and which I ex- 
hibit from the oracles of God, I have 
directed you to look upon the Sword that 
is drawn in Europe, as The Sword of God. 

Men, whoſe judgment, like their body, 
is of the Earth, Earthy, will readily 
aſcribe the drawing of this fatal weapon to 
the bold and deſperate ſpirit of Innovation, 


which animates and elates the Pariſian 


Convention; they will probably admit no 
other cauſes than human paſſions, and the 
intereſts of Faction; conſequently the Poli- 
ticians of this world will only recommend 
domeſtic unanimity and concord, powerful 
Aſſociations, and perſeverance in the field, 
in order to heal the bloody deſtructive 
breach. Theſe all may be neceſſary. 
But they who ſet God before them, they 
who believe in his dominion over the 
world, and eſpecially they who preach his 
righteous Sovereignty over the kingdoms 
of the world, will alſo recommend Piety 

and 


1 


and holineſs as the Shield, the impregnable 
Shield of Britain, againſt all the weapons 
that may be formed againſt it. 


The Pages of Futurity we may not 
peruſe, to prophecy is preſumption in 
man; but we mult reflect upon the page 
of hiſtory, and the page of European 
Hiſtory has of late reſembled Ezekiel's 
roll, written within and without, Lamen- 
tation, Mourning, and We. 


Hitherto the plains of England have 
not been ſtained with Engliſh blood, but 
other plains there are, where many gal- 
lant Britiſh Officers and valiant Soldiers 
have mingled their precious blood with 


the ſlain ; and the tears of their widows __ 


and orphans, the tears of their Parents, 
Brethren, and friends, have flowed, and 
yet do flow in copious ſtreams. 

The Lord, faith Moſes, is a Man of 
War, He is alſo a God of Mercy, Let us 
then unite to ſupplicate that mercy, and 
by godlineſs endeavour to merit the Sal- 
vation of our Country—devoutly it 1s to 
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be commended, devoutly it is to be wiſhed; 
that thoſe powers alſo with which we are 
allied on Earth, would fervently ſolicit the 
Alliance of Heaven, That ſo the Lord of 
« Hoſts may be with us, the God of Jacob be 


< our refuge.” 


To the Jews it ſeemed a thing incom- 
prehenſible, that they who made their 
boaſtof the Law of God, a people deſcended 
from an holy and illuſtrious Anceſtor, 
who was dignified with the appellation of 


«© The Friend of God,” ſhould be driven 


out by an army of Idolaters from the Land 


which God had given to them, and into 
which the Almighty himſelf had intro- 


duced them in ſo ſingular a manner 
« Abraham was one, we are many, the 
Land is given us for an inheritance,” 
was a popular and ſacred perſuaſion. 

At firſt there may ſeem ſomething like 
Reaſon in the perſuaſion that they could 
not be diſpoſſeſſed but by a nation better 


than they were, and by a people deſervedly 


higher in the favour of God, 


In 


„„ 
In the ſecond book of Eſdras there are 


ſome very ſerious and natural reflections 
on this caſe, which, becauſe they are ſo 
very appoſite, I introduce. 
* Thou gaveſt thy City over into 
* the hands of thine enemies, are their 
* deeds then any better that inhabit Ba- 
* bylon, that they ſhould therefore have 
ce the dominion over Sion? for when I 
* came thither, and had ſeen impieties 
« without number; then my ſoul ſaw 
* many evil-doers in this thirtieth year, ſo 
* that my heart failed me; for I have ſeen 
* how Thou ſuffereſt them ſinning, and 
<< haſt ſpared wicked doers, and haſt de- 
e froyed thy people, and haſt preſerved 
<* thine enemies, and haſt not ſignified it, 
[i. e. haſt not accounted for it.] I do 
* not remember how this way may be 
** left, are they then of Babylon better 
* than they of Sion? or is there any other 
people that knoweth thee beſide Iſrael ? 
* or what generation hath ſo believed thy 
e covenants as Jacob? and yet their reward 
< appeareth not, and their labour hath 
C2 195 * 
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e no fruit; for I have gone here and there 
ee through the heathen, and I ſee that 
* they flow in wealth, and think not upon 
e thy commandments. Weigh thou there- 


ce fore our wickedneſs now in the balance, 
ce and theirs alſo that dwell in the world; 


and ſo ſhall thy name no where be 


*« found but in Iſrael. Or when was it 
e that they which dwell upon the earth 
have not ſinned in thy ſight ? or what 
ce people have ſo kept thy Command- 
te ments? Thou ſhalt find that Iſrael by 
© name hath kept thy Commandments, 
but not the heathen.” Vide 2 Eſd. iii. 27. 


Thus ſpeciouſly reaſoned this Apo- 
cryphal writer, but the ſpeciouſneſs of 
theſe obſervations vaniſhes, when it is re- 
membered that God had ſhewn his people 
that they had provoked his anger, and 
merited chaſtiſement at his hand—He had 
pointed out their particular offences.— 
When once therefore a Nation is ripe for 


Judgment, the Omnipotent Judge of all 


the Earth may make whom He oil] the 


Executioners of his Vengeance. Yea, 
Himſelf 


( 23 ) 


Himſelf. hath noticed this very cireum- 
ſtance, that He has made the worſt of men 
his choſen inſtruments on ſuch occaſions. 


% Behold the day, behold it is come; 


te the morning is gone forth; the rod 


c hath bloſſomed, pride hath budded— 


e make a chain, for the land it is full of 
* bloody crimes, and the city is full of 
* violence: wherefore I will bring tbe 
ce worſt of the heathen, and they ſhall 
* poſleſs their houſes,” 1. e. the houſes of 
his own people whom he had conſigned 
to Judgment. Vide ch. vii. 10. and 23. 
In the book of Pſalms alſo ze Ungodly 
ig fiiled The Sword of God, vide Pl. xvii. 
13. and by the Prophet Iſaiah, The 4/- 
frian Conqueror is denominated the © Rod 
* of God's Anger.” Vid. Il. x. 7. 

This I muſt ſuppoſe is an Act in the 
proceedings of God which needs to be 
more generally regarded and piouſly con- 
ſidered. It 1s a Caſe which inſtantly 
refutes the fallacy preſuming on Com- 
parative Merit, it ſhews us that the 
matter in PR. was not whether 
| Judah 
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Fudan | was better than Babylon, but 
whether Judah was worthy of Judgment 
or not. 
[Here 1t may not be improper to ſub- 
join in vindication of the Almighty, that 
that very Conqueror whom he had figna- 
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1 Iized as his Miniſter, was himſelf doom'd 
5 to perdition. Vide Iſaiah ch. x. ver. 12, 
4 Now to apply the Caſe to ourſelves, 
4 Let us not Enquire whether the Crimes of © 
4 France are greater than thoſe of England? 
4 This 1s not to be queſtioned, let us rather 
| 4 conſider, whether we may not have ſuffici- 
4 ently provoked the avenging hand of God 
* upon ourſelves? if ſo, the ſuperior iniquity 
1 of our foes is no Security to us. Let us 
„ not then dare to defer the great work of 
is National amendment. 

. Has this hitherto been the Confidence 
5 of any? have they of late cheriſhed the 


fond perſuaſion [and a natural one I 
confeſs it is] That England muſt be ſafe, 

| becauſe that the Sword of France is un- 
worthy to chaſtiſe us. 


Let 


( 25 

Let it never from this hour be forgotten, 
that it is a righteous thing with God to 
puniſh by the worſt of men. Thus I call 
righteous, for righteous it mult be, ſince 
he avows it. * 

Moreover this rule of Conduct whenever 
it obtains, ſhews, I think, the Severity of 
the Judgment, it debaſes while it ſtrikes, 
for certainly the vileneſi of the Inſtrument 
adds to the Indignity of the Puniſhment. , 

Were this more generally advanced, 
and conſidered by the ſerious throughout 
the kingdom at large, it would perhaps 
tend much to effect that humility of diſpo- 
ſition, wherewith we may beſt obſerve the 
approaching Faſt, for would it not be a 
Mockery of God to come before him on a 
day called indeed a Day of Humiliation, but 
in reality a Day of Exultation; as a day of 
Exultation it would be, if the Nation 
ſhould ſay in the Spirit of Phariſaiſm, 
God, we thank thee, that we are not 
as others ;” whereas we ought to ſmite 


our breaſts and ſay ©* God be merciful to 
us miſerable Sinners.” 


Let 
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Let me remind you that in his remon- 
ſtrance with his people, the Almighty ſet 
before them their tranſgreſſions of the 


Moral, and Ceremonial Law of God; ſome 
few tranſgreſſions of each ſort are parti- 


cularly mentioned, but doubtleſs many 
more than thoſe left upon record were in 
the Catalogue which the Prophet exhibited. 


To ſhew a people their tranſgreſſions, 
and a nation their ſins, is the work of 
many public addreſſes. I ſhall therefore 
for the preſent mention but one, and it is 
one, which ever ſince I have been capable 
of thinking, I have thought one of the 
crying fins of this kingdom, that is, The 
Neglect of the Covenant of Grace in the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. It 1s 
with Grief, but with Trath I affirm it, 
that the Neglect is almoſt Univerſal. 


How many are there even in our own 
Pariſh who have long ſince attained to 
years of diſcretion, who have never yet 
partaken of this Ordinance; yea, many who 
are far advanced in years who have never 

attended 


© 7 3 


attended the ſervice of the Altar ? but | 


throughout the Nation at Large how vaſt 
is the number of Non-communicants ! It 
is indeed terrible to think on 


1 mention particularly the omiſſion of 


this Ordinance becauſe it ſhews in them 
who neglect it, a Want of the Senſe of 
the blood of Atonement, an Ignorance 
and Inſenſibility of the value of that wond- 
rous Act, the Act of Redemption, which 
Angels deſire to look into, and whereby 
alone we obtain remiſſion of our ſins, and 
are made partakers of the Kingdom of God. 
This Sacrament, I heſitate not to call the 
choiceſt of the means of Grace; it is ap- 
pointed to confirm us in the blefled hope, 
and aſſurance of the pardon of our ſins, 
to obligate us to walk in Chriſtian holineſs, 
and Virtue; in Evangelical Morality, and 
Obedience. The Command is poſitive, 
** do this in remembrance of me,” Luke 
xxii. 19: The reaſon is obvious, © As oft 
as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup 
ye do ſhew forth the Lord's Death till 
his coming again.” 1 Cor, xi. 26. 
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Can a Nation then, profeſſing obedi- 
ence to the Inſtitutions of Chriſt, be 
guiltleſs in neglecting this moſt important 
ordinance, ard indiſpenſable command? 


Anxious for the ſpiritual Welfare of 
every hearer, and reader, wiſhing the 
Tranquility, the Good, the Glory of my 
Country, which is beſt promoted by Re- 
lgion and Virtue, I have advanced theſe 


things, officially, and cordially—to my 


exertions, and wiſhes, may God give 
ſucceſs. 


